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1. Getting Started 

Zircon Software may be downloaded at Zircon Computing LLC. To install the Zircon Software on 

a Windows platform, your computer should be equipped with any of the following: 

 Windows 2000, Windows NT, Windows XP, Windows Server 2003, Windows Vista,  or Win-

dows 7; 

 A minimum of 100MB of available disk space; 

 If the Zircon Software is installed on a computer equipped with Windows Vista or Windows 

7, you may need to run the installer as an “Administrator”. 

2. Installing Zircon Software 

A Windows installer consists of a zproducts_win32.exe1 file, which can be run with the 

instructions provided on the screen to complete the installation. The installation directory is set 

to C:\Zircon by default and the following directories are created as part of the installation: 

 C:\Zircon\zfunction, which contains all the zFunction executables, API include files, 

and libraries. Please see the zFunction Quick Start Guide for more information about zFunc-

tion and its capabilities. 

 C:\Zircon\znet, which contains all the zNet executables, API include files, and libra-

ries. Please see the zNet Quick Start Guide for more information about zNet and its capabili-

ties. 

 C:\Zircon\documentation, which contains documentation for all the Zircon Soft-

ware products. 

 C:\Zircon\config, which contains all the configuration files required to run Zircon 

Software components that assist in providing on-demand adaptive, distributed computing 

for applications. Please see the zFunction Quick Start Guide and the zNet Quick Start Guide 

for more information about the key Zircon Software components that are provided as part 

of the installation. 

 C:\Zircon\logs, which will store the log files that are created by all the Zircon Soft-

ware components when they are run in your operating environment. 

The following system environment variables are set: 

                                                           
1
  A zproducts_win64.exe file is also available for 64-bit platforms. 
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 %ZCONFIGDIR%, which points to C:\Zircon\config 

 %ZFUNCTION_ROOT%, which points to C:\Zircon\zfunction 

 %ZNET_ROOT%, which points to C:\Zircon\znet 

 %ZLOGDIR%, which points to C:\Zircon\logs 

The following are added to the %PATH% environment variable: 

 %ZNET_ROOT%\bin 

 %ZFUNCTION_ROOT%\bin 

 %ZNET_PROJECTS_ROOT%\bin 

 %ZFUNCTION_PROJECTS_ROOT%\bin 

You are now ready to try the examples and tutorials supplided by Zircon Computing and start 

building your own applications to harness the power of parallel processing on Windows 

platforms. The Windows installer also consists of a zprojects_win32.exe2 file, which can 

be run with the instructions provided on the screen to complete the installation of a set of pre-

built application examples that can run on any Windows platform supported by Zircon Soft-

ware. The installation directory is set to “C:\Zircon Projectsò by default and the fol-

lowing directories are created as part of the examples installation: 

 C:\Zircon Projects\zfunction_projects, which contains a set of zFunction 

application examples that are pre-built and can run immediately for you to try. Please see 

the zFunction Quick Start Guide for a step-by-step explanation of how to use one of these 

examples to run a sample zFunction application and quickly understand the steps needed to 

parallelize application method invocations across multiple load balanced servers. 

 C:\Zircon Projects\znet_projects, which contains a set of zNet application 

examples that are pre-built and can run immediately for you to try. Please see the zNet 

Quick Start Guide for a step-by-step explanation of how to use one of these examples to run 

a sample zNet application and quickly understand the steps needed to parallelize applica-

tion method invocations across multiple load balanced servers.  

 C:\Zircon Projects\documentation, which contains documentation for all the 

examples that are provided as part of the installer. 
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The following additional system environment variables are set as part of the examples 

installation: 

 %ZFUNCTION_PROJECTS_ROOT%, which points to C:\Zircon 
Projects\zfunction_projects 

 %ZNET_PROJECTS_ROOT%, which points to C:\Zircon 
Projects\znet_projects 

The following additional variables are added to the %PATH% environment variable: 

 %ZNET_PROJECTS_ROOT%\bin 

 %ZFUNCTION_PROJECTS_ROOT%\bin 

3. Multiple networks 

Systems that either reside on multiple networks or have more than one active network 

interface may run into communication problems between zNet nodes.  These problems are 

typically caused by communication occurring on the wrong network interface.  To ensure the 

correct interface is used, add the following line to your tce_common.cfg file, substituting 

the actual network number(s) where appropriate: 

Z:IO:listen_ips 192.168.10.*;192.168.11.* 

4. Further Reading 

Please refer to the online documentation and sections of zFunction Quick Start Guide and the 

zNet Quick Start Guide to run a sample zFunction and zNet example and kickstart your 

development of parallel applications using Zircon Software. 

 

http://www.zircomp.com/downloads/docs/html/index.html

